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Crime Epidemic

perhaps 1 shouldn’t use the word ‘epidemic’. However, we do seem to be suffering
a spate of petty crime in and around Aston Abbotts. After last month's articles on
crime and vandalism we regrettably have to report more incidents this month. It’s not
Jjust Aston Abbotts. Local papers report distraction burglaries by bogus callers in
Wing and garage break-ins in Wingrave. So be on your guard and report any
suspicious individuals in the village to the police.

In his second article for the Chronicle PC Mike Buckle looks at vehicle safety. This is
particularly relevant as there have been a number of attempted vehicle break-ins in
Aston Abbotts over the past few weeks. You can find PC Buckle’s article on page 19.

know many of you want to see the footpaths reopened as soon as possible. Bucks

County Council are now speeding up the reopening process as the threat of foot-
and-mouth diminishes. Some paths are being reopened with orange warning notices
asking walkers to observe a code of conduct. We are we reproducing the code of
conduct on Page 6, but please do not use any footpaths until they have been clearly
marked as re-opened with the orange “restricted access” sign.

You can find up-to-the-minute information on which footpaths and country areas in
Bucks have been reopened on the Bucks County website www.buckscc.gov.uk

Open Gardens

on’t forget that several gardens in the village will be open on the afternoon of

June the 10th. This is a great opportunity not just to admire some very well
tended gardens but also to meet and chat with your fellow villagers. The gardens open
to the public will include the Abbey, the Old House, Oak Farm and 11 The Green .
Teas will be served in the Church room and there will be a plant stall. All proceeds
raised from the ticket sales go to village causes.

y apologies for changing from the published deadline this month. Because we

are printed at a school we have to work around the vagaries of school holidays
and exams and I forgot to allow for half-term. So 1 am sorry if anybody missed the
deadline, but your contribution will be included next month.

Next month's deadline for the July/August double-issue is also going to be earlier
than usual, so please make a note of it: Friday 15th June.

/V ot long after you receive this Chronicle we will all be trooping up to the Church

room to elect our parliamentary representative for the next (ZQV&

four years. I am reminded of what Spike Milligan once said: “One
day the don’t knows will get in, and then where will we be?”

In this month’s jolly June journal ~

+ More Crime
Astonbury 2001 Preview
+ Chronicle Party Report and Pictures
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+ Bungee Jumping in New Zealand
+ Vehicle Safety

+ Diving in Sharm El Sheikh

+ DIY Pop Quiz

and much, much more......
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A note to all would be
advertisers -
More than 198 households

receive The Chronicle 11 times a
year and with rates from just £10
per annum (far cheaper than
some local Parish magazines)...

...Can you afford not to be in?
NDN

Copy date for the next issue is:
Friday 15" June 2001

Please pass items to Phil Spooner
at The Birches in Wingrave Road
or to a member of the Production
Team as early as possible.

Printed ot Waddesdon School
and distributed free of charge to
all Households in Aston Abbotts,
our local Doctor's Surgeries and
to Wing.Police House.
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Fred Cross !

Emily DeLooze 17th @i}
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o] Pat Stevens 24th 8@1
s, Sharon Wilkinson 26th
&  KimPicking  27th .
Q David Hewit 28th @"
*: Kirsty Lewis 28th 8 :
& Adam Oldfield  30th .

A big Aston Abbotts welcome to Yvonne, (sorry
we don’t know your last name) who has recently
moved into Bricstock. We hope you enjoy living
here in Aston Abbotts.
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Welcome!

Welcome to Graham, our new
postman—and also to Tima who will be
doing the round every fifth week. We hope
you enjoy delivering the mail in this quiet
little corner of Buckinghamshire.

PP0EIEDIGBEOS

Hit and Rusn!

Best wishes to Daniel Smith, who was knocked
off his bike on the road to Cublington by a driver
who didn’t stop. Fortunately Daniel was only shaken
and could walk home, but what sort of driver fails to
stop after knocking a child off a bike?

GHPLEDELIEDPE

Welcome Home...

to Vietoria, back temporarily from Australia.
Victoria tells us she plans to stay as long as her
(Dad’s) money lasts out.
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Mading & Splask]
Is Christine Scott about to start running Aston
Abbotts diving classes? — see page 3J.

&

Cangbt b The Act]

Was that B...e. we spotted in the Royal Oak,
tucking into a huge rib-eye steak with all the
trimmings? “Don’t tell the Weightwatchers” she
said. We wouldn’t dream of it....

L E R E A T A

CeEDEE PO LOS G

Ob. Dean

We spotted Bob Bean in the Bull, supporting
himself by clutching the bar with one hand and his
crutch with the other. Hope the knee gets better soon
Bob.

bRV L DO DS

“First you forget names, then you forget faces. Next you

forget to pull your zipper up and finally, you forget to pull it
down.” ~ George Burns

bGP B eI P S

Bloke walks into a pub. The barman says “you've got a steering
wheel in your pants”. Bloke says, “Yes I know, it’s driving me
nuts”.
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. The Chilterns Dog Rescue Society was formed in 1963 to
rescue unwanted and homeless dogs and to provide
' accommodation until such time as permanent homes can
. be found. Since the society was formed over 13,500 dogs
* have been successfully homed and we currently re-home
. approximately 500 dogs a year.

No dog, whatever size, age, temperament or background
. is ever refused help and the Chilterns Dog Rescue Society
- prides itself in that no dog is ever needlessly destroyed.

. We put a lot of effort into putting the right dog into the LAY Y _A
. right home, as well as providing training support where Founded in 1963
. needed.

If you think you can offer a dog a good home, please do Hog Lane, Ashley Green, Chesham,
- get in touch and we will try to match you and your home Bucks, HP5 3NX

- with a suitable dog. Tel No : 01442 876009

You can help us in a number of ways :-
| e By assisting us with organising one of our regular and varied fund-raising events |
¢ Collecting blankets and towels for use at the kennels. |
| e Providing equipment for the kennels stainless steel bowls, collars, leads etc.

| e Giving a donation or making a bequest or legacy.
e Helping out as a dog walker.

The offices are open every day from 10.30 am to 2.00 pm.
Reg.Charity No. 257557 No dog needlessly destroyed www.cdrs.btinternet.co.uk

Lambskin Coats : Flying Jackets
Moccasins : Mules (optional hard sole) : Slippers

Bootees : Hats : Handmuffs : Gloves : Mitts etc.
Childrens : Moccs : Bootees

Car Seat Covers

RUGS (singles/multiples) from £21

TALBOT SHEEPSKIN PRODUCTS

Burston Hill Farm,
Weedon Road
Aston Abbotts

For further information or a brochure call us on:
Aylesbury (01296) 681218
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In The Village

Petrol Crime

0500 Monday 14th May
Aston Abbotts, at a house near you

omeone, maybe staying with a villager, pours petrol into

his car fuel tank from a 2 gallon can. Not particularly odd -
OK, the hour was a little early but perhaps the individual had to
get to work and had run out of petrol.

Meanwhile, a householder nearby opens a door; smelling
petrol, the householder investigates and finds a length of
chamfered hose hanging from his car fuel tank, still siphoning
petrol into a now absent petrol can.

And the man pouring petrol into his car? Gone, although his
car was still parked there, minus its petrol cap. Coincidence?

Ah well, you may think.....it's only a couple of quid's worth of
petrol. But the petrol thief - whoever it was - had smashed off
the external petrol cap of the car parked on the driveway - £30
for a new petrol cap. Then the tank had to be removed as parts
of the smashed cap had fallen into it - the cost of this is not yet
known, but it will be a few hours garage labour at the very
least.

Then there was the fuel still flowing freely onto the road and
into a drain....one discarded match, one half-finished cigarette,

Someone reading this article probably knows who committed
this crime...no matter, it's in the hands of the Police now. But
the rest of us should be warned - there is a thief about and
operating in this village. And it could be Your car next.

~ Andi Swain

Letter To The Editor
Phil,

Your [crime] article last month tempted fate as an unwanted
visitor decided to steal a propane gas tank from our garden. It
was chained but they conveniently had a set of bolt croppers to
snip the chain and sharp knife to cut the tubing free. Just a
word of warning for those others unfortunate enough not to
have mains gas.

Following very swift advice from our Police [ now have a very
smart (well I think so) shed for the gas tank made very well by
John Masters in Bierton, with a few tricks to keep any would
be intruder busy for a (very!) long while.

But in the scheme of things our crime rate is absolutely
minimal compared to friends and colleagues round the country
so I think we should look on the bright side and be thankful for
such a great place we live in!

Colin Scott

Wingrave School Photos

iz Hall is part of a group trying to build a website about the

history of Wingrave school from a child’s point of view.
She would like to hear from anybody who has photos of school
events in the 70s and 80s. Her particular interest at the moment
is the official opening ceremony of the current school in 1974,
but any photos of that era will be of interest. Please contact Liz
on 682078.

Pond Life!!!

ot satisfied with being able to satisfactorily inspect their

fish, frogs and newts from the edge of their pond,
Christine Scott decided to take a closer look. Despite the
obvious disadvantage of not having a diving board she
completed a near perfect ‘jack knife’ entering the water with
barely a ripple (or so we are told!). The temperature of the
water was close to freezing so the planned inspection was
cursory to say the least and therefore once free from the
encumbrance of several kilos of pondweed she returned to dry
land ‘as gracefully’ (or so we are told!) as she had entered the
water!!

Little is known about the events which followed, other than
when Vic returned he immediately spotted the watery trail
leading from the French windows to the drinks

cabinet. Nature lovers will be pleased to hear that the ..
fish, frogs and newts are currently receiving 5
appropriate counselling!!

Neighbourhood Waich

/L- ollowing the Annual Parish Meeting
Tom Manning has established that
the Neighbourhood Watch scheme is
indeed alive and well. Jean Barnett is
still the village coordinator and she is
posting Neighbourhood Watch
information in Bernard’s shop as she
receives it.

The Neighbourhood Watch administrator at Thames Valley
Police in Aylesbury is Helen Thomas, who can be contacted on
01296 396262.

I¥'s In The Post

# number of people have commented to me that they miss
Terry, our postie for five years, who was very popular. One
villager told me “I’m sure there are many good Postmen &
Women out there but my neighbours and I want Terry back -
he was absolutely fantastic, friendly & knew the round inside
out. In this day and age where customer is King (and we are
the customer) we should have a right to choose who we want
and don’t want, not the Post Office with all their management
politics.”

However, there is more to the matter then an apparent arbitrary
decision by the Post Office to change our postman.
Reorganisation of the sorting offices means that our post is
now dispatched from Stoke Mandeville. Terry would have
found it very difficult to get there in the early hours of the
morning when there is no public transport, so it was better for
him to change to an Aylesbury route.

It wilf take a little time for Graham and Tina to become as
familiar with this round as Terry, but I am sure they will get to
know it before too long. Let's give them a chance to settle
down and wish them the very best of luck.

~ Phil Spooner
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YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

JOHN SANSOME (Chairman)
Longmoor Farm ~ 681010

KATE CURRY (Parish Clerk)
2 Norduck Cottages, Moat Lane ~ 681137

TOM MANNING
5, Little Mollards, Twelive Leys, Wingrave ~ 682455

GWEN KEMPSTER
53 The Green ~ 681310

MARGARET KENT
6 The Green ~ 681454

LINDA SUTTON
Sadlers Farm ~ 681413

District Councillor

PETER COOPER
Brewhouse Lane, Rowsham ~ 681250

County Councillor
BRENDA JENNINGS
25, The Green, Soulbury ~ 01525 270610

THE CHRONICLE

Advertising rates per annum

FULL PAGE Back £70
Inside £ 40
HALF PAGE Back £ 40
Inside £ 25
QUARTER PAGE Back £25
Inside £ 15
EIGHTH PAGE Back £ 15
Inside £ 10

Front page 1/8" size permonth £ 5

OTHER SIZES Inside £ 10

Seasonal, short term, or one-off ads are also
accepted at these rates

HELP LINE...HELP LINE

Driving you to the Doctor, picking up
prescriptions and so on......

e

JOHN WHYTE
14 Bricstock - tel. 681685

GEORGE FOX
1 Church Row - tel. 682024

TONY HINDS
6 The Green - tel. 681454

If you would like to join the Help Line
please call Andy Bystra on 681690

Code of Conduct for Walkers

As the footpaths re-open and you start walking in rural
areas or using public rights of way, there are some
important things to remember.

e If you keep or handle farm livestock please stay off
all other farm land.

e Otherwise you are welcome to use the re-opened
paths in the countryside if you:

¢ Stay on the path and leave gates exactly as you find
them

¢ Respect “no access” signs
¢ Don't go near sheep, cows, goats, pigs or deer

¢ Don't go into any field if you can’t easily avoid
those animals

¢ 1f you come across them walk slowly away,
retracing your steps if necessary

¢ Don’t leave waste food or litter anywhere and don't
feed any animal

¢ Keep dogs on a short lead at all times and off all
land where livestock is present

¢ Use disinfectant where provided
¢ Clean your boots after each walk

Only the puths displaying an ORANGE
“Restricted Access” sign are open at present.

More information at www.buckscc.gov.uk
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Chronicle 200th Issuve Parly

he Chronicle 200th issue party was held on Saturday May

12th in the back bar of the Bull and Butcher, which had
been especially decorated with a selection of memorable
Chronicle covers.

Partygoers arrived between 8 and 9 to enjoy a drink and a chat
before the buffet was served at 9 o’clock. During this time Ray
Wilkinson combined sophisticated marketing techniques with
his native stiirmtrooper instincts to raise an excellent £140.20
selling raffle tickets.

Louise McManus provided a delicious buffet, which was
followed by a variety of deserts made by Francesca, Jackie,
Rita, Anne and Carol. As soon as the buffet had been suitably
laid to waste MC Andi Swain took the stage to announce a
short performance by the cabaret team - not a full performance,
but a “mini cab”. The boys - Neil, John, Nigel and John - sung
“Night of a 1000 Eyes” —and Anne and Sharon followed with
“Dancing Queen”. Andi reminded everybody that the cabaret
performers would be among those taking part in this year’s
Astonbury event at Norduck Farm on the 7th July (contact John
Whyte for tickets). Then the boys performed a spirited “Sweet
Caroline”, which they had previously performed at last year’s
cabaret.

For the final number the whole cabaret team took to the stage to
perform “The Chronicle Is The Aston Abbots Mag”, sung to the
tune of Monty Python’s “Always Look On The Bright Side Of
Life”. During the final choruses the Chronicle editors were

From Left to right: Neil Chesher, John Brancker, Nigel Palmer and John Whyte sing at the Chronicle party

brought up onto the stage and introduced, with Anita Parker
representing Graham Parker, Gordon Smith and Caroline Lane,
Andy Bystra, Andi Swain, and yours truly all singing along by
the end.

It fell to myself to make a (mercifully) short speech, during
which | thanked the contributors; the distributors; the
fundraisers and advertisers; the Parish Council for its financial
support; and finally the readers. Then it was time to draw the
raffle and Becky Lord won the Bushmills whiskey first prize.

Now Lol started to wind up the disco. Some people started to
dance, whilst others spilled outside and chatted in the
surprisingly warm May night air.

John Whyte’s Gary Glitter impression is always a favourite at
these events and was as popular as ever on this evening. (Before
Aylesbury’s finest turn up en masse to arrest John, we must
hasten to point out that the impression is based upon the earlier
part of Mr Glitter’s career.)

A little after 11 the mystery prize draw took place and Bob
Bean won a bottle of Champagne, generously donated by Ray
and Jackie Coates.

Once again Lol cranked up the disco and as the party entered its
final stages most people were dancing, including yours truly.
[By ‘dancing’ I assume he means that peculiar, unsynchronised

(Continued on page 8)
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John Whyte—Would you wanna be in his gang?

Y

(Continued from page 7)

and strangely erratic jogging motion which, accompanied by
a foolish grin, inevitably overtakes his body shortly afier he
loses count of just how many pints of lager he has consumed -
Mrs Ed ]

Thank you to everybody who came and supported us that
evening. | hope you had a good time. The evening made a
profit of £180.50, which goes to Chronicle funds to pay for
the printing of the magazine. The raffle takings were £140.20,
which is all to be donated to the Church Room fund.

Some thanks are in order: Ray Wilkinson for an excellent job

selling raffle tickets; maestro Neil Cheshire and the cabaret

crew of Anne Brancker, Sharon Wilkinson, John Brancker,

John White, and Nigel Palmer; Lol Hinds for the disco; Andi

Swain for being the MC; Frank and Louise for use of their X S

back bar and the delicious buffet; Francesca Bean, Jackie e T b Yy
Coates, Rita, Anne Brancker and Carol Spooner for providing JECEEeperes ‘ ‘ ;;'}
those lovely deserts; Ray and Jackie Coates, Andi Swain, and ¥ G i &
John White for donating raffle prizes; and last, but not least, Lo ’

.

DJ Lol Hinds on the decks

i e e ——
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The Chronicle Song

As performed at the Chronicle party. Words by Neil Chesher.

Sung to the tune of ‘Always Look On The Bright Side Of Life’.

Some things in life are good

And it's really understood

That these things are done by maybe one or two.
While the rest of us just wait

and lazily anticipate,

The Editor does his monthly work for you...

(Chorus)
and... The Chronicle is the Aston Abbotts mag (whistle)
The Chronicle is the Aston Abbotts mag

If life seems jolly rotten,

And the bus times you’ve forgotten!

Its all there in this monthly paper thing
There’s the antics down the pub,

And the 6.30 Club

Just open up your mouth and start to sing

(Chorus)

For life is quite absurd,

And the Editors final word.

As he puts the magazine to bed

It's your life that’s published there

Listing folks who do and dare

And the people who have died or who have wed

(Chorus)

Does anyone known this man called Ivor Cheek.
Life passes all to fast

As we write our sordid past

But Village life is lots of fun, it’s true,

Some things are all for show

But the neighbours always know.

That the Chronicle makes the last laugh fall on you!

Repeat chorus 9 times

You're Getting Old When...

+ Everything hurts. And what doesn’t hurt, doesn’t work.

+ You feel like the morning after, and you haven’t been
anywhere.

+ You join the health club and don’t go.

+ You need your glasses to find your glasses.

+ Your back goes out more than you do.

¢ Your knees buckle but your belt won’t.

+ Your mind makes contracts your body can’t meet.
«+ Dialling long distance wears you out.

+ Your children begin to look middle aged.

+ The gleam in your eyes is from the sun hitting your
bifocals.

+ You look forward to a dull evening.

+ You know all the answers but nobody asks you the
questions.

+ You have too much room in the house but not enough in
the medicine chest.

+ You stay looking forward to your next birthday, but
you’re glad when it arrives

~ submitted by Ann Dicken

Class of 2001

/” r Anthony Hinds of this Parish has a long since held the
view that some of his fellow Astonians are culturally
deficient. In an attempt to reverse this defect Anthony, along
with his colleague Martin from Wingrave, has been organising
one or two educational evenings. So the class of 2001
reconvened in early May with quite a number of parishioners
and an eminent local doctor in attendance. This time the
subject was anatomy.

Before the subject proper was introduced a well received
introductory lecture covering a varied range of topics was
given. Then the two main presenters took the stage and before
long had stripped their subject down to the basics. The class
were widely appreciative of this direct approach and soon
difficult Latin phrases such as “maximus rumpus”, “‘brestilium
firma” and “o phworr” were tripping easily and
enthusiastically off the class’ tongues.

As the evening progressed it became clear that many of the
class were yearning for some hands on experience, but of
course they were to be frustrated. Finally, the presenters cast
their eyes around for just a single volunteer to help
demonstrate some finer points. Their eyes lit not upon the class
swots Buzz, Helmut and Lanky sitting stiffly in the front row,
but upon shy little Jake lurking quietly at the back.

With noisy encouragement from the rest of the class Jake was
persuaded reluctantly up onto the stage where the presenters
used him to massage their points home. Bashful Jake was
perhaps a little intimidated by the situation — what should he
do. ‘Why — front it out’ he thought. And so he did, although he
perhaps failed to fully rise to the occasion.

When the lessons were over the class all agreed that it had been
a worthwhile and enjoyable class and dispersed rapidly into the
night. Such had been the effectiveness with
which the presenters had communicated their
subject that several of the class left with a firm
resolve to undertake some homework at the
earliest possible opportunity.

Vale volunteers
promote and support
voluntary
Opportunities in
Aylesbury Vale

ale

olunteers

Do you manage a

charity or not for profit organisation? Does your organisation
need volunteers?

Register your volunteer needs with Vale Volunteers and we

will promote your requirements and your organisation, at no
cost to you.

Or have you got time on your hands, would like to be a
volunteer but not sure what’s available, then why not ask for a
‘jobs list’, we have over 300 opportunities across the Vale,
with something for everyone.

Would you like to volunteer but need some support, than why
not speak to our Support Volunteer Co-ordinator who will
assist you to find a suitable placement. Many of our
opportunities are suitable for wheelchair users.

Vale Volunteers Tel/Fax: 01296 337456
Email: valevols@bucksnet.co.uk
Website: www.valevolunteers.org.uk
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LEARNING FRENCH or
SPANISH CAN BE FUN

e With tuition at home that you can share
with friends

e Courses for complete beginners or any
level, at times to suit

¢ Includes background to the culture of the
country

¢ Plenty of variety, lots of practice (Social
and/or business)

e Tutor currently teaching in Cublington,
references can be supplied

Please phone Malcolm Burrell
for further information telephone

01525 221413

Alison J Whitaker

B.A. Hons. Music

Piano, Electric Keyboard &
Theory of Music Teacher

10 Recreation Ground Cottages
Wingrave
Nr. Ayleslaury

Bucks. HP22 4PH Tel: (01296) 681639
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You Could
Advertise Here....

.....for just £10 for a whole year (11 issues)
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Phone Ivan Greenaway on 01296 682605

Email: ivan@livanti.com

|
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Swanbourne House School
Swanbourne. Milton Keynes. Bucks MK17 0HZ
Tel: 01296 720264
Fax: 01296 728188

Required April 2001 or earlier

Part-time Games/
Physical Education
Coaches/Teachers

We seek experienced and qualified candidates to help us deliver a
quality, comprehensive programme at Swanbourne House. It is an
advantage to be able to offer any combination of hockey, netball,
rugby, soccer, swimming ASA qualification, tennis and athletics.

Apply in writing to:

The Joint Heads, Mr and Mrs S. D. Goodhart
enclosing CV, photograph and the names and telephone numbers
of three referees.

Registered Charity NO. 310640

Swanbourne House School

Swanbourne. Milton Keynes. Bucks MK17 0HZ
Tel: 01296 720264
Fax: 01296 728188

Required immediately

GENERAL CLEANING/
DOMESTIC ASSISTANTS

Varied hours (7am/2.30pm, 12.00/2/2.30pm,
12.00/5.30pm, 3.00/5.30pm). Term time only. £4.31
per hour, plus statutory holidays and 3 weeks annual
leave

Contact: Mrs. Cathy Casey, 01296 720264

Registered Charity NO. 310640
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Aston Abbotis Parish Council

” nofficial minutes from the meeting held on 16th May 2001

The meeting was chaired by Clir John Sansome. Apologies
were received from Clir Sutton, Clir Kempster and PC Mike
Buckle. Four members of the public attended.

Election Of Officers

John Sansome was re-elected as chairman, with Tom Manning
as vice chairman. Committees will be represented as follows:
Police Liaison Officer — Tom Manning, Highways and
Transport Committees — Colin Higgs, Street Lighting Officer,
Gwen Kempster.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and signed as a true
record. There followed some discussion, including comments
from the floor, about the slow opening of footpaths in Bucks
closed due to the outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease. On the
subject of closed footpaths, District Cllr. Peter Cooper
commented that he believes Bucks are acting in the interests of
the County as a whole, not making a political statement as has
been reported in the press. Peter also reported that the
modernisation of the District Council has been completed, and
business should now continue as normal.

Highways

It was noted that County Clir. Jennings and Mr. Perrottet from
BCC have ‘walked’ the village roads with Colin Higgs.
Potholes have now started to be repaired, the kerbing on The
Green has been reinstated and the white lining by the shop is
complete. The PC agreed to the placement of some new
kerbstones on The Green, in front of the Abbey gates. The

inspection cover outside the Royal Oak should be replaced by a
heavy duty one, and the Clerk agreed to report this to the Water
Authority.

Recreation Ground

The Clerk reported that repairs to the vandalised shed are now
complete. A vote of thanks was extended to Mr. Peter Knight
for clearing the debris left over from the bonfire on November
5th. The swing has now been repaired and replaced,
incorporating two ‘cradle’ swings for younger children.

Reporis

Tom Manning said he had agreed at the Annual Parish Meeting
to investigate the local Neighbourhood Watch scheme. He has
established that there is now a NW co-ordinator in the

. Aylesbury Police. Tom will publicise details to try and resurrect

interest in the Neighbourhood Watch scheme in the village.

The bus shelter in Wingrave Road has been sprayed with red
paint and had its window vandalised.

A litterblitz will be organised for June 9th.

The Council has reluctantly accepted the resignation of Clir.
Linda Sutton, tendered for personal reasons. A vote of thanks
was given for all the work Linda has done for the Parish during
the past few years.

Date Of Next Meeting 27th June 2001 at 8pm in the Church
Room.

Everyone Is Very Welcome To Come Along
~ Kate Curry

1st Wingrave Guides

e recently returned from a lovely warm camping weekend.

We had a beautiful site at Phasels Wood situated in clearing
and surrounded by a carpet of bluebells. During the camp the
girls and some leaders(!) had a go at climbing, abseiling, pot
holing, dry tobogganing and the assault course. Along with open
fire cooking and campfire evening it was a busy and very
enjoyable camp.

We are now looking forward to the next part of the term when we shall be visiting
Green Park for some team challenges and also taking part in water sports at
Caldecotte and Longridge. We are also hoping to have a family Open Evening where
you can take part in hike fire cooking and other activities, more details will follow.

1st Wingrave Brownies

he Brownies recently completed their Safety in the Home badge with a visit to

the Milton Keynes Safety Centre, Hazard Alley. As well as Home safety, the
girls also learnt about problems that could arise in other situations, for example on the
street, near water, on building sites and in playgrounds. They all had to report an
accident by dialling a ‘999’ call. It was pointed out to the girls that this was the only

time they had the chance to make a trial emergency call.

Now that the meetings are outside, athlete and agility badges are being prepared.
There will also be discussion about the forthcoming ‘pets’ service, when the
Brownies will be joining forces with the Sunday Club. There are some interesting

ideas coming forward!

For information about Guides or Brownies contact Jane Muir 681513

Bank Crisis

he Japanese banking crisis shows
no signs of letting up.

The Origami Bank has folded, Sumo
Bank has gone belly up and Bonsai Bank
plans to cut back some of its branches.
Karaoke Bank is up for sale, and going
for a song.

Meanwhile, shares in Kamikaze Bank
have nose-dived and 500 back-office
staff at Karate Bank got the chop.

Analysts report that there is something
fishy going on at Sushi bank and staff
there fear that they may get a raw deal.
They're feeling pretty gutted about
things over at Harakiri Bank.

One bank chairman was seen to jump
out of a 26th floor window. Analysts
noted that there was a nip in the air.

“Japanese Prime Minister Tomiichi
Murayama apologized for Japan's part in
World War [I. However, he still hasn’t
mentioned anything about karaoke.”

~ Jane Muir ~ David Letterman

“When my kids become wild and unruly, I use a nice, safe playpen. When they're

finished, I climb out.” ~ Erma Bombeck

“A closed mouth gathers no feet.”
~ Anonymous
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Andalucia ~ the perfect setting for your holiday

Duplex to sleep 6

3 Bedrooms, Bathroom, Kitchen, Lounge, Patio
Swimming Pool and Gardens

Situated in the fishing port of Caleta on the Costa del Sol.
40 Minutes drive from Malaga airport.
A quiet location close to all amenities.
Available to rent throughout the year

Call 1ain or Sue on 01296 888 779

J.D.ROOFING &
GENERAL BUILDING

Al types of Building
work undertaken

For free estimate

call 01525 270878
or 0958 584655

Spanish, English and
Continental Cuisine

N\ :
Spanish, a 1a carte and Vegetarian menu

Weddings. All Special Occassions

To Weedon 8 A413
LUNCH BY

APPOINTMENT
Dinner:

Monday - Saturday
7.00pm - 9.00pm

Telephone 01296 681432 FULLY LICENSED

GENERAL STORES
& OFF LICENCE

LINCOLN’S

Groceries * Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Pet Food * Toiletries * Greeting Cards
Fresh Flowers & Pot Plants
Dry Cleaning * Shoe Repairs

Monday to Friday 8.00am - 6.00pm

Saturday 8.30am - 2.00pm

Sunday 9.30am-1.00pm
High Street, Whitchurch

Telephone 641384
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was sitting in my office recently worn out from a busy

morning surgery, visits, paperwork etc. etc. - sorry must stop
whinging - feeling completely worn out and thinking that I need
a break already, I had already forgotten about our recent travels
to the other side of the world. It seems like ages ago since we
were away and then | remembered —I said that I
would write to ‘The
Chronicle’ about the trip.
This and the reminders at
the St George’s dinner
prompted me to finally put
finger to keyboard.

We set off on our fong
journey in chilly January.
The prospect of a long haul
flight with an infant and
toddler was daunting to say
the least, but we felt
somewhat reassured as Poonam had
already been to India with them last year—
I thought it was a rather good idea to send
her on a “test flight” without me first!

The first leg of our journey was to

Singapore 14 hours eastward bound. After a
few days of rest with friends (and some
shopping of course!) there was a 10-hour flight
to Auckland then to Wellington where we were
to stay with friends who have very similar aged
children.

During our break our friends had arranged an eight-
day tour of the South Island. He had hired a minibus to
seat us all - four adults two two-year olds and two
infants. They usually took it in shifts to cry but
thankfully we never had all four crying at once! Three yes,
four no! We had a good system between us: a driver, a
navigator, a toddler entertainer and an infant feeder. Needless to
say a drink in the evening after the brats were asleep was much
appreciated.

During our tour we covered approximately 1300 miles and
managed to see and do most of the sights and activities. There
was a marked contrast from the lush sub-tropical vegetation of
the West Coast to the dryer central and eastern areas over the
Western Mountains whose name I have forgotten.

Our southern most point was Queenstown where all the scary
stuff takes place - namely the Bungee jumps etc. The fear of the
possibility of doing this crazy feat was in the back of my mind
the closer we got to this adventure haven.

Fox’s and St Joseph’s Glacier’s were two walks we managed,
each with a toddler/baby attached to us in some form or
another. It was hard work for someone so unfit but worth the
effort. We even managed to cram us all into a helicopter to fly
over Mount Cook (a name 1 do remember) the highest peak.
This had its hairy moments of turbulence rather too close to the
mountainside for my liking, but we lived to tell the tale. Luckily
the noise of the engines drowned out the crying babies.

Then came Queenstown. Levels of anxiety were increasing. On
the one hand you hear stories of detached retinas, on the other
one has to retain an image of machismo - 1 was brought up in
Essex you know. Another compelling reason to throw myself
off the bridge was that a member of my staff and an Aston

Abbott’s resident, both of the fairer sex and more senior to
myself, had completed the task.

The white water rafting and jet boat ride were relatively non-
bowel stimulating but exciting nevertheless. So we felt up to
booking the jump for the following day. I was the first jump of
the day and did not utter a word to anyone that morning - |
kept rehearsing the jump in my mind. When he says go just
‘go’, just do it | kept thinking to myself.

So there | was sitting on the bridge having my legs bound

by a towel and strapped to the elastic band. “Right toes to
the edge” said the jumpmaster. Not easy with your feet tied
together I hasten to add, but I shuffled to the edge of the
platform and looked down. One hundred and forty two feet
below me was the flowing crystal clear water of the river.

‘I can’t do this’ I thought, but the jumpmaster said “look up,
arms wide one.. .two. .three..” Guess what? | did! 1 bent my
knees and jumped. Then I wanted to get back on the platform,
but it was too late. The journey towards the water had begun.

Now being a medical man and this being a family journal |

think some jargon is appropriate at this stage. “OH

DEFACATION!” was repeated many times on the way down.

This soon progressed to “OH PROCREATION!”- (two terms
[ do not usually associate together).

Then | was lowered onto the boat below and almost
knocked the man out in my desperation to get back to
‘terra firma’.

Poonam on the other hand was really cool about it.
She just gave a friendly wave to the camera and the
cheering crowd who had just seen her hand two
babies to our friends. Then she jumped, hit the
water - something 1 opted not to do—and let
out an huge scream for someone so petite.
These were screams of ecstasy [ had
never heard before—and I will not
elaborate further on that topic!

Despite the intense fear | really
enjoyed it and may consider
possibly given the right
circumstances maybe doing
it again. Poonam of course
said next time it would be a
bigger drop! She worries
me sometimes.

The rest of the holiday was relatively
relaxing including a ‘whale watch’ in which we saw three
Sperm and a Humpback whale. Poonam also went swimming

with the dolphins - that was a little too early in the morning for
me.

So that was the brunt of our New Zealand expedition. Well
worth the effort and we would thoroughly recommend it,
although if you are making the effort, three weeks would be the
minimum time to consider, as there is an awful lot to see.

~ Avi Gupta

Best Kept Village

We are entering this competition again this year so please do
your best to ensure hedges are trimmed early and litter picked
up (even if it wasn’t you who dropped it). Judging takes place
during the first two weeks in June.
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DO YOU NEED HELP
WITH YOUR GARDEN ?

Pruning and strimming \ -
Hedge Cutting -,
Weeding efc... —_—

I Experienced in all garden
| maintenance - No job too small !

Painting and Decorating

Gnterior and Exterior

including specialist finishes

graining, marbling, murals efc.

REMOVAL OF WASP NESTS Highest quality work,
NOW UNDERTAKEN ! owest rales
Reasonable rates -

References available.
CALL Alan Kempsteron 01296 681 310

oronfismoblecn 07979880359 LG Waring 01296 685785

THINKING ABOUT
HOLIDAYS NEXT YEAR?

We have a holiday home for rent in
LYME REGIS, DORSET

for weekends or weekly lets all year round.
Sleeps 4-7. Close to town and beaches,
beautiful views overlooking
Lyme Bay and Golden Cap.

Ring Helen and Simon Dowling for further details

01525 383315
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Inspirational.... Enthralling.... Captivating.... ASTONBURY

Remember The Midsummer Madness?
n July 2000 a new phenomenon hit Aston Abbotts.
Originally entitled “Millennium Midsummer Madness”, the
inaugural Village Open Air concert soon became known as
ASTONBURY.

Cabaret Musical Director Neil “Chesh” Chesher had long
dreamt of putting on an outdoor summer extravaganza and
those of you who were amongst the crowd of 100 or so
villagers will surely vouch for the fact he achieved his dream!

Set in the glorious natural amphitheatre that is Norduck House,
Astonbury 2000 brought together a diverse group of musicians
and singers of all ages in a showcase of Village musical talent.

Who can forget the sun setting behind the stage to the
emotional sounds of “Summertime” sung by Cublington Tony
Rees? Or the Bowling Trolls, Gerry and The 'Atrics, Hayley
Wilkinson, Christina Tomlin and all of the many many other
fine performers? And that tumultuous finale with the entire cast
and the 100 strong crowd joining together, hands above heads,
to sing “Sailing”. Ahhhh........ such memories.

The event was a huge, huge success — the crowd partied until
dark as they munched picnics and drank the odd bottle or two
of wine. And acting as MC from the stage (and the edge of the
pond for much of the time) 1 had the best view of all........ after
it was over, everybody asked would it ever be repeated?

Well...... I’m pleased to tell you IT’S BACK!!!!

~ Andi Swain

ASTONBURY 2001

LIVE OUTDOOR MUSIC FESTIVAL

SATURDAY 7™ JULY

AT NORDUCK HOUSE, ASTON ABBOTTS

GATES OPEN AT 7.00 PM
SHOW STARTS AT 7.30 PM
AND GOES ON UNTIL THE SUN HAS SET!

MUSIC PICNIC AUCTION
TICKETS COST £5 PER ADULT
CHILDREN UNDER 16 - £1
AVAILABLE MID-JUNE FROM
JOHN WHYTE ON 681685
OR ASK A 630 CLUB MEMBER

NUMBERS RESTRICTED TO 250
AMPLE PARKING PORT-A-LOOS

Astonbury 2001

gack by popular demand, the village outdoor summer
musical festival returns to Norduck House on Saturday 7"

July 2001. For those of you unable to get a ticket for 2000, or

new to the village, Astonbury was launched last year by Neil

Chesher (see opposite).

Chesh Haud A Dream

t was “Chesh’s Dream” that inspired the festival, so with his

dream achieved 1 asked him, why the repeat? “To make sure
we don’t wake up!” he responds. “No seriously, we’re one year
on and people are sill talking about it (Astonbury 2000). And
given the extraordinary reaction to last year’s show, | wanted
to make it an annual do”. Fortunately for all of us, Ann and
Dickie Dicken agreed and will again host the event at Norduck
House.

The aim is to build on the foundations of Astonbury 2000 and
make this Astonbury bigger and even better. After all, this ‘All
Music’ evening is great entertainment for the crowd, provides a
showcase for local talent and raises funds for village causes
like the Church Room improvements.

Picnic Iin The Park

he setting for Astonbury is truly beautiful. Norduck

House, on the Western edge of the village, has a natural
amphitheatre in its garden, providing a gently sloping grass
terracing down to the stage. The backdrop is pure beautiful
Bucks countryside, with the sun setting behind the performers.
The evening kicks off early so bring a rug and chairs, a picnic
and a drink or three and claim your space for the evening.

This is very much a family event (unlike the ‘X’ rated
Cabarets!) and as we have the go ahead to at least double last
years restricted numbers, you can bring all of the family and
your friends along too. It’s a well organised, well planned
concert with ample car parking and posh port-a-loos.

13 Could Be You

hesh has already recruited some of last year’s cast to wow

us with a new range of songs from the 60’s and 70’s,
through to the very latest hits. The ever popular (so they insist)
Gerry and The 'Atrics will be back, some of the girls will make
a second appearance and, fingers crossed, Lynn Manning may
make her Astonbury debut.

But the event is also a showcase for new undiscovered talent.
Out there in Aston Abbotts are people who have thought “I can
sing...... 1 think”. Now is your chance! If you are a star waiting
to be discovered, musical director Chesh would love to hear
from you. Whether you are a solo singer or a group of friends
in a band, or you play an instrument — give it a go!! Call Neil
Chesher on 681201 for a chat and audition.

Astonbury 2001 is a top quality outdoor concert with proper
staging, lighting and a new powerful Band PA system. We
have two sets — the first half showcases the youngsters (we
need plenty of young stars for the future as some of our current
cast will fall over one day and need replacing!). Then during
the mid-evening break there will be an auction of a truly, truly
special gift — you’ll have to wait until the night to find out what
it is, but bring plenty of cash!! In the second half we will hear
from the Usual Suspects — the senior team — and after the grand
finale we’ll carry on the fun with the disco and a surprise DJ.

SO DON’T MISS ASTONBURY 2001

~ Andi Swain
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Wingrave Netball Club

meets at Wingrave School Every Saturday morning for
fresh air, fun and a little exercise!

@ A ,I o 9.30 - 10.30 Informal, Fun Netball
by argaret )arv LS 10.30 - 11.00 League players practice
Tel/Fax: 01908 503502 Mobile: 0403 197799 (All welcome to stay)

Newcomers are VERY welcome! Bring sturdy trainers, a

Thrift Wood, Buckingham Rd, Whaddon drink and a smile :-)

[ton Keynes MK17 O *cost £1.50 *14yrs and over

For more info, call Sandy (01296) 688952/0livia 681359

Steart Farm
Boarding Kennels

Stewkley Road, Cublington
Nr. Leighton Buzzard, Beds

Lakeside Trout & Coarse Fishery
Spacious Kennels in open
countryside catering to
your pets needs

S Aylesbury 688764

Lakeside Farm, Wing Road, Cublington
Nr. Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 OLF
Tel: 01296 682201

" " " " e e " e " " e " e " "n s
Your local butcher for all your farm fresh needs:
v’ Poultry

v Home Cooked Hams

v’ Sausages

v’ Pies

v Preserves

v’ Fruit & Veg

v Home Produced Beef
and Lamb

Order now from the family butcher. Established since 1914

PARROTT BROS

Butchers and Farmers, Beechmoor Farm, Cublington Road,
Whitchurch, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4LG Tel: 01296 641207

I.IIIII.I- l.I

.I.I.I.I-I.l...l.l.-.l-..
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Snorkelling & Scuba Diving in Sharm El Sheikh

/ n March six of us, The Branckers, the Lewises & the Judds
(from Flackwell Heath), flew to Sharm El Sheikh—a resort
on the Red Sea famous for its coral reef and amazing sea life.

We stayed at the marvellous Hilton Hotel (as advised by the
Branckers who had been before!). The breakfasts were to die
for and the rooms were huge and airy; I found the mini—bar
particularly attractive!

The white sandy beach was a few minutes walk from our rooms
and what a beautiful beach it is. Naama Bay, as it is known, is a
large sweeping bay and the Sinai Mountains provide a
marvellous backdrop, particularly near sunset.

You only need to walk (backwards of course, if you are wearing
flippers!) a few feet into the sea before you come across the
coral reef, Mask on, snorkel in and off you go. There is so

much to see. The fish are fabulously colourful — parrot fish,
angelfish, wrasses, tigerfish, the list is endless. A couple of our
members claimed to have seen a Moray eel, but I never saw it
myself!

Dave and I took ourselves off to the Camel School of Diving
because we wanted to finish off our Club Diver course that we
had started at Green Park, Aston Clinton. We needed to do 6
dives, which meant 3 days at sea. As soon as we’d organised
this I felt seasick! 1 didn’t recover from this feeling until 4 days
later!

The Scuba Diving in this area is wonderful. It is very well

L

arranged and safety is a very important factor. It’s an
international crowd that comes to the Red Sea and this gives it a
unique flavour.

Dave loved the Scuba diving, 1 got
better as the sickness lessened, and
the course progressed. We did see
dolphins and one shark. John came
out with us for 1 day but I think he
prefers the Maldives! The sea
temperature is 22 degrees at this time of
year, which does mean that you need to
wear wet—suits.

There are plenty of restaurants in Sharm and all very reasonably
priced but there aren’t too many night clubs if you’re into that.
Alcohol is on the expensive side and white wine is generally to
be avoided, so we were a pretty sober bunch, which 1 know you
will find difficult to believe!

The desert is just behind the town so you can go on a safari via
jeeps, quad bikes or camels. Day trips are limited to St.
Catherine’s Monastery, the site of the legendary burning bush
and Ras Mohammed, a National Coral Park. There are trips
further afield to Petra, Luxor, Cairo etc.

We all had a fantastic holiday and recommend Sharm El Sheikh
for a great holiday.

S

o
‘.’

~ Alison Lewis.

DIY Pop Quixz

/ ast month’s grass-cutting pop quiz
proved to be very popular (well, two
people said they liked it ). So here we go
again.

1 did a bit of DIY over the May bank

As before, you have to guess the artists
who recorded the original hits. In some 21
cases, two answers are required—one is
not enough, Here we go then, with “Now
That’s What I Call DIY™.

20. Only Glue

. Filler (2 answers)

22. No Re-grouts (2 answers)
23. Lady Dab 'n' Seal

24. No Dowel-t About It

holiday. We had our ugly 1970s banisters 1. TI'm Still Sanding 25. Wooden-t It Be Nice

fipped out and replaced with fiee > BomToBefiled 26. Stain With Me Till Done
spindles, which 1 had originally thoug )

vz')ould paint. However, they looked so i :\;(\)::j:nfsltsg: Woad 27. \AVhat .Becomes Of The Broken
nice I decided to stain them. After rt Bit

spending a day and a halif sanding them 5. Glue Monday . 28. 1 Saw Her Sanding Stairs
down, I applied a coat of suitably 6. Wonderful Knife (2 answers) 29. 1 Saw Him Sanding Stairs
coloured varnish. All looked fine... until 7. Mama Told Me Not To Plumb (2 30. You’re The Vice

the following morning. As | tripped answers) 31. Indescribably Glue

blearily downstairs to fetch the morning 8. T’ain’t What You Glue It’s The 32. Young Turps

tea, one glance was enough to tell me that Way That You Glue It 33. Won’t Get Tooled Again

all was not well. Perhaps Ronsez}l was not 9. Sand By Me 34. Glue Glue Barabajagal

tpe best varnisl) to'use on new pine, more 10. 1 Got Glue (late70s/early80s) 35' Nailin

llkelydm); apphctatl!‘():: walz ” falﬁt’ buta 11. Filed Thing 36- I Just Ig)on’t Know What To Do
second glance at that golden yellow : :

staircasegwith its day-gglo orari/ge blotches [2. All [ Wanna Screw (2 answers) With My Shelf

told me that this was not only un-liveable
with, but also, probably, un-salvageable.

At times like this, when one’s sense of
humour is under immense strain, it is

relaxing to have some music playing. So 17.
this month’s pop quiz is music to do it 18.
yourself by. 19.

13. Lady Drill Power

14. How Do You Screw It

15. So You Win A Plane

16. B & Q and a Dog Named Boo
It’s My Knife

I’m Into Something Wood

I Think I’m Paran-oiled

It's been requested that this time I should
hold the answers back and print them in
the next issue, so you have a whole month
to try and work these out. Have fun!

~ Phil Spooner
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BIGNELL & BRANDON

Carpentry, Glazing,
General Building and
Maintenance

Aylesbury 681242 Aylesbury 681972
Mobiles 07979 804516 or 07768 126612

Country Style Hair Design

Is a 4 Star member of the

Good Salon Guide.
We pride ourselves on
offering highly qualified

hair designers and a
professional approach.

As a Lamaur and Kerastase
approved salon, we can
offer free consultation
for styling and
hair design.

Let the best
do their best.

KERASTASE 1 AMAUR

P AR 1S

01296 688117 Hair Design

| 8High Sirest Wing Leighton Buzzard

Adrian Bystra
Quality
Painting & Decorating

All Interior & Exterior.
Paper Hanging.
Coving.

Free Estimates.

No vat. Charged.

__Est. 1985

Home: 01296 688429
Mobile: 0776 1129386
Web Site:
http://my.genie.co.uk/bystra
e-mail:
adrian.bystra@talk21.com

1Longmoor Farm Cottages Cublington Rd
Aston Abbotts Aylesbury Bucks HP22 4ND

ASTON ABBOTTS
CHURCH ROOM

|

Available for
Wedding Receptions
Birthday Parties
Folk Evenings
Dances : Bingo
Just about anything!
Maximum 60 people

For further details call
Doris Scutchings on
01296 681243

Cost £5 per hour +
metered electricity

£2.50 per hour + metered
electricity for Parish
residents
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Vehicle Safety
THAMES VALLEY

POLICE

and at night in a well lit area.

away.

drive or garage.

Always check that all the windows and sunroof
are fully closed, as even the smallest opening

will aid the thief

If you must leave valuables in your vehicle don't

ver the last few months there have been a

number of vehicles which have been broken
into. These vehicles have been parked on the
road in or near to The Green. This article is just
to make you aware that vehicles in the village
have been attacked and to take some steps in
making sure your vehicle is not next.

Park your car where it can be seen by passers-by

Never, even for a moment, leave your keys in the
ignition or leave any of the doors unlocked. It
takes a matter of seconds for an opportunist thief
to rifle your vehicle for valuables or drive it

Always activate your steering lock, even in your

the boot. If you have a removable radio/cassette
take it out of the car.

Don't leave documents which may aid the thief,
such as your driving licence, MOT and insurance
certificate, in your vehicle.

Thieves steal wheels, especially expensive alloy
ones, valuable parts and even siphon off fuel. So
fit lockable wheel nuts and lock your fuel filler
cap.

Any anti-theft device you can fit to your vehicle
greatly improves the security of the vehicle, such
as window etching, a gearlock, a steering wheel
lock and finally an alarm system, all can
contribute to keeping your vehicle safe.

Apart from your house, your vehicle may be
your most valuable possession - please try and
keep it safe.

PC Mike Buckle

Wing Police Office
01296 396163

leave them in view; conceal them, lock them in

Theatire Review: Confusions by Alan Ayckbourn

Miiton Keynes Theatre 23.4.01

ell, I have to admit that this was not what [ had expected. 1
had anticipated a farce given the play’s title and
Ayckbourn’s previous work in this field.

Nonetheless this turned out to be an interesting and entertaining
evening in which Ayckbourn used a number of theatrical
devices in a series of short, self-contained ‘playlets’. In each of
these the audience glimpse various aspects of human behaviour
and interaction. We felt the best two playlets featured a
restaurant meal, as experienced by the waiter (Gary Wilmott),
and a disastrous village fete.

In the restaurant two sets of diners, the boss and his wife, and
an employee and his wife, are served by the same waiter. We
only hear the conversations of the diners as the waiter nears
their individual tables to serve them. From these snatches of
dialogue the relationship between the two sets of diners and
between each couple unfolds. Added to this is the finely
observed behaviour of the diners and waiter, which is used to
great comic effect. For example how do you take an order when
the diners are verbally sniping at each other? How do you fill a
wine glass when the customer is holding the stem and paying
no attention to you because he is having a row with his wife?

The Village fete playlet was the nearest to farce in the
production. Aston Abbotts fete organizer beware of the
disastrous consequences of combining pregnant ladies in the tea
tent, dodgy tea urns and PA systems, an over enthusiastic vicar
wearing an ill fitting tweed suit and sandals, lady Councillors
and a torrential thunderstorm. Not to mention drunken cub
leaders, absent attractions, missing tent poles and collapsing
speaker towers. Hilarious stuff much appreciated by anyone
who has ever had anything to do with a summer event in
England.

The other sketches centred on a woman so bound up in her
domestic life as a housebound mother, that she treated everyone
as children. This was very funny with an excellent performance

by Louise Jameson (otherwise known as Rosa di Marco in
Eastenders), as her hapless neighbour. The least popular sketch
was of a lonely businessman trying, unsuccessfully, to chat up a
woman in a hotel bar.

The final playlet was a thought-provoking item on the subject
of communication, or lack of it. Set in a park it begins with 4
people sitting alone on 4 benches. A fifth person arrives and
chooses to sit on one of the benches next to a young woman.
His attempts to engage her in conversation, forces her to move
to the next bench occupied by an old man. She then tells him
why she has moved to his bench and, the ice broken, goes on to
tell him all about her recent break-up with her boyfriend. The
old man says little to her and soon moves to the next bench
where he begins to tell his troubles to its occupant. In this way
the audience discovers much about the sad lives of the people
but they learn nothing about each other. Very thought
provoking but personally I thought Mr Bean’s lunch in the park
sketch, which explores the same ideas, is far funnier.

~ Sally Palmer

Blonde Stereotypes

young ventriloquist is touring the clubs and stops to

entertain at a bar in a small town. Hé's going through his
usual run of silly blonde jokes when a big blonde woman in the
fourth row stands on her chair and says, “OK jerk, I’ve heard
Just about enough of your denigrating blonde jokes. What
makes you think you can stereotype women that way? What do
a person’s physical attributes have to do with their worth as a
human being? It’s guys like you who keep women like me from
being respected at work and in my community, of reaching my
full potential as a person... because you and your kind continue
to perpetuate discrimination against not only blondes but
women at large... all in the name of humour.”

Flustered, the ventriloquist begins to apologize, when the
blonde pipes up, “You stay out of this mister, I’m talking to
that little git on your knee!”
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Andy and Helen Welcome You to

WINGRAVE POST OFFICE STORES

NEWSAGENT » GENERAL STORE e OFF LICENCE
PHOTOCOPYING ¢ VIDEO CLUB

DRY CLEANING AGENT
OPENING HOURS
SHOP POST OFFICE
Monday - Saturday 6am - 7pm Monday - Friday 9am - 5:30pm
Sunday 6am - 1pm Saturday 9am - 12:30pm
Tel: 681696 Tel: 681011

DAILY VILLAGE NEWSPAPER DELIVERIES IN WINGRAVE & ASTON ABBOTTS
MAGAZINES ORDERED & SAVED
CONFECTIONARY e ICE-CREAM ¢ GREETINGS CARDS ¢ WRAPPING PAPER
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES
FRESH BREAD & MILK DAILY

Are you, like a LARGE proportion of the population, over-
weight, lethargic and fed up with yourself?

Would you like to: Lose weight
Have more energy
Feel fitter, healthier and rejuvenated

Well - Ilost 1 % stone over Christmas and the New Year with a unique diet and

nutrition plan and feel a new person. It seriously is one of the best things that has
ever happened to me.

The diet is completely natural with no hormones, drugs or synthetic substances.

In the most unlikely event that the diet does not work, you have a 30 day money
back guarantee.

Ring me (Mary) on 01296 681218 for further details. It could change your life — believe me.
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The Chronicle Crossword

June 2001
! ¥ Answers to May
ACROSS: 1 Moles. 5§ America
7 9 Ebon. 10 Bar. 11 Noah 12
Unaware. 15 Tenacity. 18 En. 19
» Snng. 20 Pleat. 22 Cinderella. 25
e Denier. 26 SE. 27 Ear. 29 Teem.
31 Banter. 34 Even. 37 Bier. 38
) Nines. 39 Cantata 41 Sets. 42
w ATS. 44 Eeriness. 45 Else.
DOWN: 1 Menimore. 2 Oboe.
22 3. Loans. 4 Enhance. 5 Abut. 6
Many. 7 Era. 8 Cereal 13
Wales, 14 Entail. 16 Cain. 17
23 Ignite. 20 PR. 21 Elemental 23
Deer. 24 Ere. 25 Drainer. 28
- ABBA. 30 MENSA. 32 Net. 33
23 ¥ Train. 35 Vie. 36 Nests. 39
Cue. 40 Ass. 43. SE.
zc? 30 -1 32 23
3 35 2
37 38 By
wo  jul Lod
“*2 el
s 46
ACROSS 23 Measure of weight (5)  DOWN 22. Boy's-name {7)
1. Local Village (10) 27. Dr. of philosophy (3) 1. Lash (4) 23. BOIL A NUT (an 8)
7. Third note (2) 28. Dessert (4) 2. Boy's name {6) 26. Willow (5)
9. A meat (3) 29. Booty (4) 3. Idel (5) 30. Repulsive £6).
10. Indefinite article (2) 32. Null & ---- (4) 4. Bucks Village (5) 31. Male cat (3)
11. Fall behind (3) 34. GO MAD (an. 5) 5. Without help (7) 33. Give an opinion (5)
12. Religious leader (4) 36. -—-wit (3) 6. Frosty {4) 35. Donkey (3)
13. Delays; wastes time (7)  37. To pare (4) 7. SING SAM (an7) 39. Metal (3)
16 Animal (3) 38. Prison (slang 4) 8. For example (2) 41. Girl's name (3)
17. Crowns (7) 40.. Bowl (5) 11. Drink (8) 42. Fuss, trouble (3)
18. At rest (6) 42, Also (3) 14. US City (abbrev 2) 44. Small Editor (2)
21. Lubricate (3) 43, Require (4) 15. Namely (2)
23. Exclamation (2) 45. Of birth (7) 19. Small advertisement 2
24. Ended (4) 46. Grim fate (4) 20 Child's toy (3)

Compiled by Don Bellingham
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womms Witlg Cars =

®  Airports Private Hire:
Cars or e
®  Collections Minibus = —

®  Evenings Out Tel: (01296) 688739 or 681013

®  Hospitals

NOJOBTOO LARGE Ask for details of our shopping trips.

'} Kitchens/Bedrooms
Fitted Furniture
Offices/Studies

niry

A Peaceful Country retreat
for your Cat in Spacious
Heated Farm Accommodation

m——— 0

- Kitchens & Interiors
R
Showroom KITCHEN

‘ SPECIALISTS |
ok Western Road pccirumon
Tring

nts 10 01442090608

| HP23 4BB. www.magisco.co.uk|

Individual and family units,
in a converted bam

&

Each unit incorporates a
7 separate heated sleeping
area and very spacious run

All diets catered for -
7 24 hour supervision

Secure and peaceful -
1% Inspections welcomed

Mrs Gillian Alexander -
01296 681104
South Tinkers Hole Farm,
Cublington Rd, Wing
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Rectors Report

t is time to be rather careful in what I

write to avoid being accused of
political bias in the run-up to the General
Election.

There was a bit of a thing a few weeks
back about keeping race out of the
election, and | wondered whether it might
not be better to have an election that was
entirely free from politics! Yet elections
are inevitably something of a free-for-all,
and it is very difficult to make distinctions
between areas that are to be kept free
from discussion.

Even comments on the Foot and Mouth
crisis may be construed as being
political — but the only thing that has
intrigued me is the way in which at the
outset farmers seemed so keen to protect
their farms by using straw matting soaked
in disinfectant at their gates. I can
understand the thinking behind it — that it
would prevent the tyres of vehicles
bringing disease onto their property. Yet
almost all the mats that I saw would not
have disinfected a whole car tyre — let

alone a tractor tyre. Without actually
doing any measuring, the circumference
of a tractor tyre must be something like
twelve feet! Passing over a disinfectant
straw mat that was about six feet wide
would not have adequately cleaned such a
large tyre.

But, such is life!

Their presence obviously brought a sense
of security to the farmers who felt that
their whole livelihood was under threat. 1
am profoundly grateful that there were no
cases of Foot and Mouth anywhere near
here, because the implications are almost
too horrific to contemplate. But the
farmers are having to cope with far more
than Foot and Mouth. The weather for the
last year has been truly awful. The ground
in many places is too wet to allow
machinery into the fields, But having said
that, it is refreshing to see the yellow
fields of oil-seed rape. They may not
produce quite such a good yield as in
some other years — but at Jeast they
remind us that crops will still grow in this

country. The earth is still producing a
harvest. All is not yet lost!

There has been talk of some farmers
calling it a day, and of the changes that
this will make to the countryside. If the
land is not farmed, then inevitably the
countryside will change. If there are no
sheep and cows in the fields, the grass
will not be cropped; we shall have to
import yet more dairy produce and meat.
If the conditions indicate that arable crops
are no longer worth growing, more land
will revert to wilderness. Ultimately this
could lead us to changing our normal,
basic diet.

But we know that the chances are that it
will not come to this. Life will go on! We
shall not be faced with such radical
decisions. But there are decisions that we
must make about our fixture — and the
General Election on June 7" will present
us with an opportunity to decide how that
future should be shaped. An opportunity
that we must use wisely.

~ Bob Willmont

1st Wingrave Scout Group

St Georges Day Parade

This year it was Wingrave’s turn to be duty group. Akela kindly organised
the whole event and wrote the service, which was based on the theme of
‘thinking of others’. As we were the duty group, the leaders and some of
the boys had pieces to read. Richard Vaughan (Beaver), Thomas Ellis
(Cub) and Ed Hawkins (Scout), all delivered their prayers very well
indeed, well done boys. I would also like to thank Akela for all her work
on the service. We had a reasonable turnout, but really every boy in the
group should have attended, particularly this year.

Beavers

We have been busy settling into our new home and getting to know our
new leader Julie McMahon. We have also been working on Planets and
have been making paper maché models of planets. We have also been
learning about Beavers and how they live and survive in the wild.

Cubs

We have been busy preparing the entertainment for the parents at our A.G.

M. on 5" June @ 7.30, where they hope to be playing to a packed
audience of parents!!!!

We had a hectic evening at Quaser in Hemel Hempstead, which was
organised by one of the Scouts, they are taking it in turns to organise their
own activities, not always as easy as it would appear, especially keeping
track of numbers and money.

We also spent an evening playing wide games such as ‘Search and
Destroy and the ¢ Alphabet Hunt”.

~Julia Ellis

If you would like to know more about Wingrave Scout Group, or
possibly have a chance to help, please contact Jeff Pollard on
625454

Wingrave School

ingrave School Association held a Promise

Auction in the school hall on Saturday 12
May. Even though Saturday was a busy ‘Football’
day with the FA cup being played, approximately
30 people attended. Everyone seemed to enjoy the
evening and had great fun bidding for some lovely
promises. The catering, arranged by School
committee members and Mrs Jenny Pipping, went
down well, and not a crumb was left. But the best
part of the evening was the fact that an amazing
sum of £ 2059-04 was raised towards the Wingrave
School Association fund. A very big ‘Thank You’
goes out to all the people who donated promises
and to everyone who bought them. The Promise
Auction is turning into an annual event, so keep
watching the press for next years dates.

The next event by the Wingrave School
Association is a Children’s Fashion Show, by
Brat’s Clothing Co., to be held in the School Hail
on 6" June at 7pm. There will be a short fashion
show, featuring Wingrave pupils as models,
followed by a clothing sale. The sale will be of
new clothing, NO SECONDS, as found in major
High Street stores, and at greatly reduced prices.
Tickets will be available from the School Office
and the Wingrave Village shop at £1 each.

~ Elske Gardner

“Creativity is allowing oneself to make mistakes.
Art is knowing which ones to keep.” ~ Scott
Adams, The Dilbert Principle

“A bore is a man who, when you ask him how he
is, tells you.” ~ B.L. Taylor.
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LAWNMOWERS

GARDEN MACHINERY - QUADS
service - SALES - reralrs

USED MACHINES AVAILABLE

RGC ENGINEERS, MURSLEY
Tel: (01296) 720066 or (01296) 681007
»LOCAL COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLI?

IZZ) ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED KZZR

WINGRAVE GARAGE

Terry Bracey Wright & Michael Mitchell
Telephone 681543

YOUR NEW LOCAL MOT CENTRE

By Appointment 8.30am to 6.30pm Monday to Friday.
(Saturday mornings by arrangement)

PLUS all the usual services:-
Petrol Sales
Servicing and Repairs
Free Courtesy Car
We are happy to give you an estimate even for the smallest